City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
January 6, 2026

SWEARING IN OF NEWLY ELECTED CITY COUNCILORS & MUNICIPAL JUDGE
The City of Socorro’s regular municipal election was held on November 4, 2025. Municipal Judge
Joseph E. Gutierrez was sworn in by the Honorable Mercedes C. Murphy, District Court Judge.
City Councilors Joe R. Gonzales and Peter Daniel Romero were sworn in by the Honorable Gilbert
Peralta, Probate Judge. Councilors Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez and Damien Ocampo were sworn in
by the Honorable Joseph E. Gutierrez, Municipal Judge.

Mayor Bhasker called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk, took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:

e Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean
Councilor Nick Fleming
Councilor Joe Gonzales
Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero
Councilor Anton Salome

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of January 6, 2026 City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i. December 16,2025

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Councilor
Ocampo, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM
a. 5% Annual Community BBQ
Kari Hoke expressed appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for their support of last
year’s event. She requested assistance in promoting this year’s event, scheduled for May 31,
2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Sedillo Park. Ms. Hoke also requested support with the
creation of flyers and promotion through the City’s social media platforms and event
calendars.

b. Annual Ocampo Food Drive
Kathleen Ocampo represented the Ocampo Food Drive, which took place on December 20,
2025. Ms. Ocampo thanked the City of Socorro for its generosity and support, which helped
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more than 250 families. This year, the food drive expanded to cover the entire county, with 40
to 50 deliveries made in Alamo, Magdalena, and Veguita. Additionally, 12 deliveries were
made to individuals who had no transportation.

Ms. Ocampo also thanked the agencies and individuals who helped make the event possible:

City of Socorro

Socorro Police Department

Socorro County Sheriff’s Department

Socorro Consolidated Schools

Socorro Storehouse

The Jaramillo Family, who have supported this food drive for more than 50 years
The Scholl Family

SCOPE

100% Community Committee

John Brooks

Deliver Elves

San Miguel Youth Group

City of Socorro Recreation Department for the Turkey Bingo
Jerry and Dana Gum

Mayor Bhasker praised the Ocampo family for their continued dedication and all the work
I they do for the community.
DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. Resolution No. 26-01-06a — Open Meetings 2026
b. Resolution No. 26-01-06b — Governing Body Rules of Procedure
c. Resolution No. 26-01-06¢ — Purchasing Police Resolution
d. Resolution No. 26-01-06d — CDBG Certifications and Commitments — Exhibit 1-Y

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve Resolution No. 26-01-06a, Resolution No. 26-
01-06b, Resolution No. 26-01-06¢, and Resolution No. 26-01-06d. Seconded by Councilor
Dean, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Bhasker announced that New Mexico Tech Day will be held on Thursday, January 29,
2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the State Capitol. The Tri-County Reception will take place at
6:00 p.m. at La Posada de Santa Fe and will be hosted by New Mexico Tech and the Middle Rio
Grande Economic Development Association (Sierra, Socorro, and Catron Counties).

A presentation will be made to the City’s legislators for the upcoming 30-day legislative session
requesting funding for the police station and the final phase of the Finley Complex.

Mayor Bhasker informed the Council of the following projects that are in progress or have been
completed:
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Completed Projects:

s Manzanares Avenue from California Street to Sth Street
o Streets surrounding the Courthouse

¢ Clubhouse at the Rodeo and Sports Complex

e Sound system at the Rodeo Arena

Projects in Progress:

Caretaker’s house at the Rodeo and Sports Complex
Installation of evaporative air conditioning in the Rodeo Arena
Installation of a new Belt Filter Press at the sewer plant
Construction of a Snow Removal Building at the Airport
Construction of an airplane hangar at the Airport

Courtyard and parking lot at the Finley Complex

Design of the HVAC system at the Police Department

Projects in Planning or Bidding:

» Compressed Natural Gas Facility Upgrade (out for bid)
o Cuba Road Underpass Upgrade (awaiting completion of environmental review)

Linda Mares, Senior Center Director, reported that the holiday events at the center were successful
and that the Socorro Catholic Church provided gifts to the seniors. Ms. Mares also reported
several issues at the Veguita Senior Center, including an electrical box that was coming off the
wall, a gas line that needed to be relocated due to its proximity to the electrical box, problems with
the heaters, and issues with the septic tank. The center has been using Non-Metro AAA
emergency capital outlay funds for repairs and will request assistance from Socorro County.

Ms. Mares stated that the city does not own the building, as it is leased from Socorro County. She
further reported that the Veguita Senior Center serves approximately 60 individuals, with 20
seniors eating at the center and 40 receiving home-delivered meals.

Councilor Gonzales, speaking in his capacity as Socorro County Manager, stated that Boys Ranch
owns the building and leases it to Socorro County as long as services are provided to county
residents. He added that he would need to approach the Socorro County Commission to determine
whether they would approve transferring the lease to the City of Socorro.

Councilor Partridge requested that the Council be provided with a list of projects. Mayor Bhasker
stated that he would produce a list of projects, along with an explanation of each.

Chris Carrillo, Code Enforcement Officer, reported that he is working on cleaning up properties
and burned houses. He thanked Michael Lucero, Landfill & Sanitation Director, for assistance with
hauling debris to the landfill and Fire Chief Lawrence Baca for providing a list of burned homes.
The Que Linda Grant dumpsters have been relocated to Manzanares Avenue and Main Street, and
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to Lopezville Road near the gravel pits.

Councilor Dean asked whether the dumpsters are marked to show what materials are allowed. Mr.
Carrillo stated that tires, construction or demolition debris, and metals are not permitted. Recycling
is held at the Sands Motel parking lot on the first and third Saturdays of each month.

Mayor Bhasker thanked the garbage crews for working throughout the holidays and congratulated
them for their efforts.

Michael Lucero, Landfill & Sanitation Director, congratulated his crews for their hard work and
asked residents not to dispose of metals and tires, as these require additional sorting at the landfill.
Councilor Partridge commented that the City of Socorro landfill is clean and well organized. Mr.
Lucero stated that his crew continues to bail tires and expressed hope of purchasing a tire shredder
to assist with covering landfill cells.

Fire Chief Lawrence Baca and newly appointed Assistant Fire Chief Daniel Pacheco addressed the
Council. Chief Baca stated that the Assistant Fire Chief position was reinstated now that the
department has six-person crews, made possible by Socorro County funding three additional
positions. He noted that having Assistant Chief Pacheco in the office Monday through Friday, from
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., will be a great help with day-to-day operations such as inspections, ladder
testing, and pump testing.

Chief Baca stated that he hopes to retire in December. Councilor Chavez-Lopez thanked Chief
Baca and his crews for their quick response to a fire at her farm. Councilor Gonzales, former City
of Socorro Fire Chief, stated that he hired Assistant Chief Pacheco 19 years ago and also hired
Chief Baca. He complimented the city for having the foresight to recognize that the Fire
Department is a very important resource for the city and its residents.

Chief Baca reported that the remodeling funded by the $500,000 grant is almost complete and that
the 107-year-old building looks very nice. He stated that the new ambulance should arrive in a
week or two, although the department still has one ambulance out of service. Chief Baca thanked
his crews for working through all the holidays, 24/7.

Kristy Padilla, Payroll & Personnel Administrator, reported that the City’s eye insurance provider
has changed from EyeMed to Davis Vision and stated that everyone should receive new cards.
Beginning July 1, health insurance premiums will increase by 10%; last year’s increase was 24%.
She also reported that W-2s will be available by the end of January and that employees will be
notified when they are ready for pickup.

Mayor Bhasker informed the Council that gross receipts tax revenue is down approximately
$600,000 from last year. Lodgers’ Tax revenue remains stable, even though there was no Festival
of the Cranes or Trinity Site visitation this year due to the government shutdown.

OLD BUSINESS
Councilor Partridge asked about the water issue that occurred a few weeks ago. Mayor Bhasker
stated that, without pointing fingers, foreign water entered the City’s water system. After testing, it
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was determined that there were no toxins, bacteria, or pathogens in the water. The parties
responsible are looking into the issue, and the problem has been resolved.

Mayor Bhasker also reported that on California Street there was a major leak that caused a sinkhole
when a 10-inch iron pipe burst.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPOR
a. 1
Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor
Bhasker.

NAME EFFECTIVE | DEPARTMENT REASON SALARY
Bert Guerro 12/15/2025 f Landfill Retirement
Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.
b. Business Registrations

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor
Bhasker.

NAME ZONING ADDRESS OWNER TYPE
RSI Socorro 1 LLC C-2 807 US 85 Chintan Patel Hotel
(DBA: Gazelle Stay)
Victoria Herrera C-2 Transient Vendor Victoria Herrera Food Sales

Seconded by Councilor ChaveZ-Ldpez, motion passed unanimously.

¢. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times
Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday,
January 20, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

THE CITY /O)*‘ SOCORRO - a municipal corporation

Ravi BhagKer, Mayor

ATTEST: /
/// »waZ

Leopofdo Pineda, City Clerk




