City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Mee_ting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
December 2, 2025

Mayor Bhasker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk, took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:

e Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean

Councilor Nick Fleming

Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero

Councilor Anton Salome

Council members absent at roll call:

e Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of December 2, 2025 City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i. November 18, 2025

Councilor Partridge made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Councilor Romero, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM
None

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION

a. Longevity Stipend

Donald Monette, City Administrator, stated that the Council and Mayor have been very
generous over the last few years, but during this year’s budget cycle it was determined that
annual raises would be held off until January. He noted that the City’s gross receipt taxes have
leveled off and that the city will probably not be able to provide annual increases in January.
This stipend is similar to what the city provided to the Police and Fire Departments during
COVID to thank employees for sticking with the city through thick and thin. Mayor Bhasker
informed the Council that the city is approximately $400,000 below last year’s gross receipt
tax revenues.

Mayor Bhasker asked how much the stipend would cost the city and how much each
employee would receive. Administrator Monette stated that full-time employees will receive a
one-time stipend of $500.00, and part-time and temporary employees will receive $250.00.



| City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
| City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
L December 2, 2025

Kirsty Padilla, I;ayroll and Personnel Administrator, stated that there are 152 full-time
employees and 25 part-time employees.

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve the Longevity Stipend. Seconded by Councilor
Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Councilor Ocampo thanked the city for supporting the Ocampo Annual Christmas Food Drive. The
Food Drive has been going on for 56 years, and this will be the Ocampo family’s sixth year after
taking over from the Jaramillo family. The event will be first come, first served on December 20th
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the annex behind the San Miguel Church. Councilor Ocampo also
thanked Angel Garcia, Police Chief, and the City of Socorro Police Department, for coordinating
Toys for Tots and providing gifts to children. Mayor Bhasker thanked Councilor Ocampo and his
family for keeping a great tradition going.

Cheyenne Cortez, Tourism Director, informed the Council of the following events happening on
December 6.

e Holiday Light Parade 6:00 p.m.

e Socorro Fire Department Matanza 4:00 p.m.

e Luminaria Stroll on the Plaza 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Councilor Dean added that the Festival of the Cranes Arts and Crafts Show, though the Festival of
Cranes was cancelled due to the government shutdown, will take place Friday and Saturday from
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Garcia Opera House.

Ms. Cortez stated that even though the Festival of the Cranes was cancelled, there was an increase
in tourism recently, with people still visiting the area. Mayor Bhasker noted that the hotels and
restaurants were negatively impacted by the cancellation of the Festival of the Cranes and the
Trinity Site Open House.

Chief Garcia gave an update on the murder case that occurred on November 19, 2025. Mayor
Bhasker thanked the Socorro Police Department and the New Mexico State Police for a job well
done. He also expressed concern about the number of guns in the community, and the various
motives people may have. Chief Garcia stated that there is not much that can be done regarding
Second Amendment rights and the right to bear arms. Mayor Bhasker noted that the family of the
victim has set up a GoFundMe account to help with funeral expenses.

Chief Garcia informed the Council that with the $10,000.00 received from the Toys for Tots
Foundation, an order for toys has been placed and will arrive on Thursday.

Mayor Bhasker reported on the following ongoing projects
e Cuba Road Underpass Drainage Project is progressing

e Solar & Geothermal Project with Socorro Electric Cooperative meetings taking place
regularly

e Socorro Electric Cooperative helped put up the Christmas Lights on California St. and
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Highway 60 this year.

e $2 million-dollar natural gas project for CNG pumping station is progressing
e The NMDOT Spring Street/Highway 60 street project will happen in the next five years

OLD BUSINESS
None

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPOR
a. Personpel Changes

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.
NAME EFFECTIVE l DEPARTMENT REASON | SALARY
Louie Chavez 12/15/2025 ] Landfill Permanent | A-39

Seconded by Councilor Romero, motion passed unanimously.

b. Business Registrations

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.
NAME ZONING ADDRESS | OWNER TYPE ]
Josephine Conley & R-1 1201 El Camino Real | Josephine Conley Short-Term Lodging/Vacation
Pedro Maldonado ‘ Rental
Pioneer Pool Cleaning LLC | R-2 Swimming Pool Cleaning &

112 McCutcheon Ave l Ralph R. Clayton

Maintenance

Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed ﬁnanimously.

¢. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times

Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday,
December 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines

Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m.

THE CITY (/)i)p( O — a municipal corporation

Ravi Bhaskér, Mayor

ATT];:.E;;?//"T‘ _ /y/

V’}\‘Gﬁf)_g/d/n' ) / "

Leopoldo®ineda, City Clerk



