City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
March 20, 2025

Mayor Ravi Bhasker called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

Mayor Bhasker stated that the meeting scheduled for March 18, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. was
cancelled due to the power outage and rescheduled for March 20, 2025, at 12:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:
e Councilor Deborah Dean
e Councilor Nick Fleming
e Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.
e Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.

Council members absent at roll call:
Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
e Councilor Damien Ocampo

e Councilor Peter Romero

¢ Councilor Anton Salome

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of March 20, 2025, City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i.  March 4 2025
¢. Voucher Run
The Voucher Run included vouchers 163800 to 164007 in the amount of $2,764,399.62 plus
Payroll Transfers $538,351.76 for a total of $3,302,751.38.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Councilor Fleming, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM
Councilor Partridge requested the recognition of the Socorro High Wrestling Team be moved to
the 4/1/2025 agenda as the athletes could not make a noon time meeting.

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. Socorro County EMT/Fire Fighter Discussion
Mayor Bhasker stated the city is in a situation where the County of Socorro needs to fund at
least three EMT/Fire fighter positions or, ultimately, the City Council will need to make the
decision to reduce the service area, removing areas outside of the City limits. The
administration has not heard back from the county on the city’s requests, only rebuttals. The
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County has additionally requested dispatch services for the county’s volunteer fire
departments without any compensation. Mayor Bhasker stated the county needs to step up
and pay their share for City services provided to County residents, even if it is not all of the
services. If negotiations are reached with the EMT/Firefighter services, it will be in the form
of an Ordinance or Resolution. Administration has begun preliminary work to consolidate
our service area. Andrew Lotrich, Socorro County Manager, was unable to attend the
meeting. The discussion will be placed on the next Council meeting agenda.

Councilor Salome joined the meeting remotely at 12:17 p.m.

b. Bid Award — RFP 030625 -Cuba Road Underpass Street Improvements
Engineering Services

Councilor Olguin made a motion to award RFP 030625 to Dennis Engineering Company.

Seconded by Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

c. Bid Award —IFB 031325 — Fire House Roof
Councilor Olguin made a motion to award IFB 031325 to Powers & Powers Construction.
Seconded by Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

d. Bid Award —IFB 031425 — Fire House Stucco
Councilor Olguin made a motion to award IFB 031425 to MRC Pro, LLC. Seconded by
Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

e. Resolution No. 25-03-18 — NMED — Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized
Officers & Agents

Donald Monette, City Administrator, presented Resolution No. 25-03-18 and if approved
would allow Ravi Bhasker, Mayor, to sign the NMED loan agreement, Donald Monette,
City Administrator, as the Authorized Officer to sign all other documents necessary to fulfill
the Loan Agreement, and Leopoldo (Polo) Pineda, City Clerk, as Signatory Authority to
sign Disbursement Request for this project.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-03-18. Seconded by
Councilor Fleming, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Bhasker gave the Council an update on the legislative session. Once Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham signs the budget bills, the city will receive funds to upgrade the police department
and a $700,000.00 reauthorization from last year to change the location for building a Spec
Building at the Eagle Pitcher Superfund Site to the City of Socorro Industrial Park.

Councilor Dean stated that citizens have made comments that Fire Academy attendees and First
Responders would rather be in Santa Fe because there are no restaurants open on the weekends
and what city government can do to help retain these programs. Mayor Bhasker stated the
Socorro Fire Academy has recently been awarded a $900,000.00 state appropriation, however,
$40 million has been appropriated for Santa Fe for an auditorium, office spaces, etc. This would
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severely hamper the Fire academy attendees participating in Socorro classes. The Mayor added,
The First Responders classes have been reduced at New Mexico Tech and attendance is down.

The Mayor let the Council know the city’s housing problem is being addressed with a reputable
housing company to build a minimum of 30 houses, and hopefully, this will get people that work
in Socorro to live in Socorro.

Councilor Dean asked for an update on the Economic Development position. Mayor Bhasker
stated the position was offered and the person is thinking about it. Kirsten Keller, Middle Rio
Grande Economic Development Association Director, has been contacted to see if MRGEDA
would hire the person and city would reimburse.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Bhasker informed the Council and public the city has received a Tort Claim from an
owner of property on Manzanares Avenue that the construction of the new pavement and
sidewalks may have caused damage to the buildings.

Administrator Monette stated a pre-construction public meeting will be held Tuesday March 25,
2025, to inform the public on the rehabilitation of Otero Avenue.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPORT.

a. Personnel Changes
Councilor Olguin motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.

NAME EFFECTIVE DEPARTMENT REASON SALARY
Aldo Ruiz-Torres 03/19/2025 | Gas Completed Probation A-39 to A-41
Darius Silva 03/19/2025 | Gas New Hire A-37
Justin Pacheco 03/18/2025 | Fire FF1 & FF2 Certifications B-62 to B-66
Ashlyn Aguilar 03/18/2025 | Fire FF1 & FF2 Certifications B-62 to B-66
Gabe Luna 03/18/2025 | Fire FF1 & FF2 Certifications A-60 to A-66
Raul Contreras, Jr. 03/18/2025 | Rodeo Completed Probation A-41 to A-43

Seconded by Dean, motion passed unanimously, motion passed unanimously.

b. Business Registrations

Councilor Olguin motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.
) NAME ZONING ADDRESS OWNER TYPE

Box Canyon Brewing Company | C-2 110 Manzanares Robert Brewery & Food
Rincones

Big Effin Treez Out of Town| Veguita, NM La’Quinia Cannabis Producer,
Chenault Cannabis Manufacturer

Experienced Solar, LLC Out of Town| Albuguerque, NM  |Michael R. Solar-Electric Design &

Installation
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Bird and Compass Therapy C-2 114 Manzanares Ave.|Amy Ray Therapy
Roadrunner Organics, LLC C-2 202 California St. Edward Gifford| Dispensary
Progressive Services, Inc. dba Out of Town | Albuquerque, NM Mark Farrell Commercial Roofing
Progressive Roofing Contractor
Kings Roofing & Construction, | Out of Town| Albuquerque, NM  |Mio Melero General contractor
LLC

Seconded by Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

¢. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times
Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, April
1,2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

THE CITY OF SOWnicipal corporation

Ravi Bhasker, Mayor

Lcop do Pmeda, Clty Clerk



