City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
November 18, 2025

Mayor Pro Tem Chavez-Lopez called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk took roll call.

Mayor Ravi Bhasker was absent

Council members present at roll call:
¢ Mayor Pro Tem Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean
Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Anton Salome

Council members remotely present at roll call:
¢ Councilor Peter Romero

Council members absent at roll call:
e Councilor Nick Fleming
e Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Pro Tem Chavez-Lopez led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of November 18 2025, City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i. October 21, 2025
c¢. Voucher Run
The Voucher Run included vouchers 165655 to 165847 in the amount of
$1,904,286.54 plus Payroll Transfers $725,583.89 for a total of $2,629,870.43.

Councilor Partridge made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Councilor Ocampo, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM
a. Felix Torres 111
Felix Torres 111 made a request to have Torres Street located between Fatima and Northwest
Frontage Road condemned. Mayor Pro Tem Chavez-Lopez asked Mr. Torres to meet with
Donald Monette, City Administrator, to review the City’s process for condemning a road.

Councilor Partridge stated that he visited the site when the issue was raised regarding the City’s
requirement that Mr. Torres remove the gates he had installed. He noted that although the
concrete barricade remains at the intersection of Torres Road and Northwest Frontage Road,
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Mr. Torres is seeking to have the street condemned for safety reasons. Mr. Torres explained
that his house is the only residence on the street, and that after his father was nearly run over,
Mayor Bhasker had the barricade installed to prevent thru traffic.

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
None

NEW BUSINESS
None

OLD BUSINESS

Councilor Dean gave a shout-out to the crew working on the Finley Complex upgrade, noting that
they have added landscaping and installed shade cloths, and that the area is looking very good. The
Planning and Zoning Committee met, and Gary Biemer from Dennis Engineering attended the
meeting. After reviewing the city’s paper maps, Mr. Bierner informed the committee that many
municipalities use Esri software for mapping, which is also used by Socorro County. He noted that
the planning and zoning maps need to be upgraded and that it would require a dedicated person to
lead the effort. The committee is researching whether this is something the city could afford.
Councilor Partridge stated that having a map with clear boundaries would be a major improvement
and would support economic development. Mr. Pineda stated that there is a planning and zoning
map on the website, but it is very old and has not been updated in years.

Mayor Pro Tem Chavez-Lopez stated that the Animal Shelter Committee met and is working with
Guadalupe Tarango, Animal Shelter/Dispatch Director, to ensure there is an updated volunteer list.
A more detailed report will be provided at an upcoming meeting.

Police Chief Angel Garcia introduced Harrison Richerson and Jeremy Dibartalomeo and
congratulated them on completing the police academy.

Fire Chief Lawrence Baca informed the Council that the department partnered with one of his
colleagues, who wished to remain anonymous, to raise funds for jackets and distributed 66 jackets to
children at Parkview Elementary. He also announced that Turkey Bingo will be held on Friday,
November 21, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Finley Gym, with all proceeds going to the Ocampo Food Drive.
The annual matanza is scheduled for December 6, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. at the Plaza, with proceeds
supporting Christmas gifts for children. Last year, the Fire Department sponsored 100 children at
$100 per child and hopes to help even more this year. Chief Baca also mentioned that four EMTs
recently became certified.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPORT.
a. Job Description
i. Tourism- Beautification Coordinator
Ruby Lopez, Finance Director, informed the Council that the position is for the
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Beautification Coordinator, who will oversee the $125,000.00 beautification grant. Marcela
Alvarado, Billing Clerk, will attend the December 16, 2025, Council meeting to provide a
summary of how the funds are to be spent.

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve the Job Description. Seconded by Councilor
Dean, motion passed unanimously.

b. Personnel Changes

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.
NAME EFFECTIVE | DEPARTMENT REASON SALARY

Juan Padilla 11/18/2025 | Gas Completed Probation A-37 to A-39
Harrison Richerson 11/18/2025 | Police LEA Certification/Completed Probation A-61to A-65
Jeremy Dibartalomeo | 11/18/2025 | Police LEA Certification B-63 to B-65
Steven Chavez 11/18/2025 | Production Completed Probation A-44 to A-46

| Daryl Ross 11/18/2025 | Tourism | Transfer to Program Coordinator D-43 to D-43
Shannon Otero-Abers | 11/18/2025 | Animal Shelter | New Hire A-40 |
Sarah Stanley 11/08/2025 | Fire EMT Intermediate Certification A-60 to A-62
Jason Padilla 11/07/2025 | Fire FF 1 & 2 Certification B-62 to B-66
Christian Tierney 11/18/2025 | Fire EMT Fully Certified Calculation Error C-72to C-70
Dustin Moreland 10/28/2025 | Fire EMT Intermediate Certification B-66 to B-68
Aldo Ruiz Gomez 11/14/2025 | Gas Resignation
Glo Saldana 10/24/2025 | Senior Center | Resignation

Seconded by Dean, motion passed unanimously.

c. Business Registrati

None

d. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times
Mayor Pro Tem Chavez-Lopez stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held

Tuesday, December 2, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of

Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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