City of Socorro Special City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
June 24, 2025

Mayor Bhasker called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk, took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:
Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean

Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero

Council members remotely present at roll call:
e Councilor Anton Salome

Council members absent at roll call:
e Councilor Nick Fleming
e Councilor Damien Ocampo
e Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF JUNE 24, 2025, CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Councilor Romero made a motion to approve the agenda. Seconded by Councilor Dean,
motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM
None

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. Memorandum of Agreement — County Financial Support the City’s Ambulance
Service

Mayor Bhasker stated in the memorandum of agreement passed at the June 17, 2025 Council
Meeting there is one clause that needs to be removed. It states that the ambulance crew can be
called to the jail to administer medicine to the inmates. Lawrence Baca, Fire Chief, stated the
agreement reads that an ambulance crew can be called daily to administer prescribed
medications every morning to the inmates. Mayor Bhasker stated he would like to help the
County but under a separate agreement. He added administering prescription medication can
be a liability to the city. Mayor Bhasker would like to amend the agreement to eliminate the
clause to administer medicine to the inmates.

Donald Monette, City Administrator, stated that he and city attorney made changes and the
MOA was sent to the county for their approval and he has not heard back. Administrator
Monette stated he would make the changes to remove the clause. Mayor Bhasker stated the
city is a emergency service not a caregiving service.
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Councilor Romero made a motion to amend the Memorandum of Agreement. Seconded by
Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

b. Tent Shelters on Private Property Without Permission
Mayor Bhasker stated he had a meeting with Shay Kelly, Board President of Puerto

Seguro Safe Harbor, Chris Carrillo, Code Enforcement Officer, Angel Garcia, Police
Chief, and Lloyd Martinez, General Services Director, concerning Tents on Private
Property that have been built, especially at vacant house sites. Some of those vacant
houses have caught fire. The mayor stated that city crews have cleaned up some and
intends to ask the budget committee to consider supplying Puerto Seguro with extra funds,
from $20,000.00 to $30,000.00, to help house people in the summer and winter when
conditions are bad. The Mayor stressed that the city is trying to find proactive ways to
help those in need while also maintaining public safety.

c. Resolution No. 25-06-17a — 2025 Municipal Election

Mayor Bhasker informed the Council that Councilor Salome asked if the city could return to
the old structure of elections in November and stated he was informed by the city attorney
that the city needs to follow state law. Mr. Pineda stated that even if the city was to go back to
the old format, state election laws were updated in 2018, municipalities under 10,000 will
have to run at large regardless, if the city ran the election or the County.

Councilor Chavez-Lopez made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-06-17a. Seconded by
Councilor Romero, motion passed 4-1 with Councilor Salome voting in opposition.

Councilor Salome commented that in the 2023 at-large election there were 7,418 votes cast
for 12 Council candidates, in 2018 that had a four-ward election, 5,659 votes cast for 7
candidates, a 24% decrease in voter participation for Councilor seats going from four wards to
an at-large election and there was a 41% increase in candidates.

NEW BUSINESS
None

OLD BUSINESS

Angel Garcia, Police Chief, reported the HVAC at the Police Station has been down and is having
problems getting someone to service it. Mayor Bhasker stated once the grant agreement for state
approptiation is received a new HVAC will be installed.

Councilor Partridge stated he would like to have a wrestling tournament on the streets during Hot
August Nights.

Donald Monette, City Administrator, informed the Council that the County Assessor is having an
event on July 22, 2025, for veterans to process claims and to receive property tax relief from 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Forgive Me Not.




City of Socorro Special City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
June 24, 2025

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPORT

a . .
Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor
Bhasker.

NAME ZONING ADDRESS OWNER TYPE

Brenda Mae’s Lemonade Transient Vendor| 1105 Fairgrounds Rd.| Brenda O’Donald | Lemonade

Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

b. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times
Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, July
15, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m.
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