City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
June 17, 2025

Mayor Ravi Bhasker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:

Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean

Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.
Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero

Councilor Anton Salome

Council members absent at roll call:

Councilor Nick Fleming

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of June 17, 2025, City Council Agenda

b. Consideration of Minutes
i. May 27,2025
ii. June 3, 2025
¢. Voucher Run
The Voucher Run included vouchers 164521 to 164687 in the amount of $1,513,298.29 plus
Payroll Transfers $579,873.60 for a total of $2,093,171.89.

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Councilor Ocampo, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM

a. Dennis Vicente

Dennis Vicente residing at 605 Coulson St. addressed the Council regarding flooding that
occurs at his home after a heavy rain. Mr. Vicente stated the culvert from the holding pond to
the other side of El Camino Real is only two inches and that is insufficient to drain the water
causing backup into his home. He met with Lloyd Martinez, General Services Director, and
Donald Monette, City Administrator, and he was told there is no solution. Mayor Bhasker
stated he would meet with Mr. Martinez and see if they can find a solution. Mr. Vicente asked
if it is possible to honor his son Phillip Vicente at the Veterans Park after he passed away
unexpectedly on June 10, 2024. This year would have been his 21% year of service in the
United States Army. Mayor Bhasker asked Mr. Vicente to bring in a bio and photo of his son to
Administration.
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DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. Bike Rack — SCOPE
Samatha Winter, SCOPE Director, informed the Council that out of the 17 bike racks only four
remain to be installed. Ms. Winter requested to install two bike racks at Don Juans and the
Loma Theater. Mayor Bhasker stated because of the complaints and pending Tort Claim of the
newly constructed Manzanares Avenue he would like approval letters from the building owner
and the businesses. The two remaining rakes will be installed at the Baca House Brewing
Company and Box Canyon Brewing, but one has a brick sidewalk and the other will be on
asphalt, so securing the racks is a problem. Ms. Winter gave the Council an update on all the
projects SCOPE is offering.

b. Resolution No. 25-06-17a — 2025 Municipal Election

Mr. Pineda presented Resolution No. 25-06-17a and, if approved, would allow the Socorro
County Clerk to add four Councilors and one Municipal Judge to the upcoming November 4,
2025, election. Councilor Olguin questioned why there is Ward 1 through 4 assigned to the
Councilors and since they are running at large that language should not be included. Mr. Pineda
stated he would remove the Wards and could present the resolution at a Special Meeting.

Mayor Bhasker explained at the last election the city opted into the Local Election Act having
Socorro County run the elections in odd numbered years and municipalities under 10,000
residents will run at large, not by wards, saving approximately $25,000.00.

Councilor Salome had concerns that with the elections not handled by the city it might reduce
election integrity as voters might vote for fewer candidates and at the last election there were
approximately 5,000 votes cast for the mayor’s position, total votes cast for counselors were
about 2,300. The at-large system could encourage people to vote for one candidate with
multiple openings on the council.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to postpone the Resolution. Seconded by Councilor Salome,
motion passed unanimously.

¢. Resolution No. 25-06-17b — Utility Charge Off FY25
Lena Chavez, Assistant City Administrator, presented Resolution No. 25-06-17b and if

approved would write off uncollected accounts in the amount of $45,761.59 for the calendar
year 2020.

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-06-17b. Seconded by
Councilor Romero, motion passed unanimously.

d. Resolution No. 25-06-17c — Authorizing the Pu rchase of Newberry Pond and
Appointment of Signatory

Mayor Bhasker presented Resolution No. 25-06-17c¢, and if approved, the City would purchase

Newberry Pond in the amount of $150,000.00 from Chris Hefner and the Hefner family. This
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will also include property on Cuba Road that will be donated to the City. The purpose of
Newberry Pond is for the recipient of the 250,000 gallons of water pumped per day to be
cleaned by the Superfund Site and a flood water overflow for the Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District ditch.

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-06-17c. Seconded by
Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

e. Memorandum of Agreement — County Financial Support the City’s Ambulance
Service

Mayor Bhasker thanked Councilors Chavez-Lopez and Salome for meeting with the Socorro

County Commissioners and have come to an agreement for the County to pay for three

additional EMT employees. Councilors Chavez-Lopez and Salome stated they would like to

continue meeting with other entities.

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Agreement. Seconded by
Councilor Romero, motion passed unanimously.

f. Safe Harbor Lease Agreement

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve the Safe Harbor Lease Agreement. Seconded by
Councilor Ocampo, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Councilor Chavez-Lopez, speaking as the Region 7 Housing Authority Director, stated the Housing
Authority has received a grant to provide grants to landlords in the amount of $25,000 for
remodeling their rental(s) and $5000.00 grants to repair of damages cause by tenants.

Councilor Partridge asked if the water lines are going to be repaired on Pinon Street and other streets
in the surrounding area before the roads are paved due to the Evergreen Wastewater project. Mayor
Bhasker replied he would have to refer it to Mr. Martinez to get an answer.

Councilor Ocampo stated he has people wanting to thank the city and crews for repairing potholes in
the Evergreen area.

Councilor Salome thanked the City for putting on the annual youth golf program at the New Mexico
Tech Golf Course and the annual youth employment program.

Chris Carrillo, Code Enforcement Officer, informed the Council he is constantly working cleaning
up yards and announced the annual Spring Clean Up will be coming soon.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Bhasker reported on the Socorro Electric Cooperative Rate Case; the city will be involved in
mediation set by the New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission on how to resolve how Socorro
Electric pays the fines set by the PRC.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

None

MAYOR’S REPORT.

a. Personnel Changes

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.

NAME EFFECTIVE DEPARTMENT REASON SALARY
Sergio Cuevas 06/17/2025 | Street Certified Traffic Control Supervisor | J-48 to J-50
Henry Jojola 06/12/2025 | Wastewater Laboratory Technician 1li FZ-60 to FZ-62
Rena Benavidez 06/17/2025 | Water/Wastewater | Additional Job Duties F-49 to F-51
Richie Chavez 06/17/2025 | Wastewater Additional Job duties N-47 to 4-49
Joe Melendrez 06/17/2025 | Production/Waste | OSHA Compliance Y-69 to Y-71

water/Pool

Sasha Gonzalez 06/17/2025 | E911 New Hire A-44

Seconded by Romero motion passed unanimously,

b. Business Registrations

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor

motion passed unanimously.

Bhasker.
NAME ZONING ADDRESS OWNER TYPE
Naty’s Out of Town | Polvadera, NM Enrique Robles | Ice Cream
Peace in the Valley, LLC Out of Town | 6 Crane Way Frances Fuller Mental Health Services
Double H Auto Inc. Dba Napa| C-2 602 California St. Charles Heckman| Auto Parts Store
Inly Construction LLC Out of Town | Belen, NM loseph Leyba Commercial Construction
Oliva Services LLC Out of Town | Perkasie, PA \Aleh Davitsa

Cell Tower Maintenance

Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

c. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times
Mayor Bhasker stated a special City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, June 24, 2025, at

12:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.
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