City_of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Cou;il_Me_eti—ng
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
- _ April15,2025
Mayor Ravi Bhasker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:

e Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean
Councilor Nick Fleming
Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.
Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero
Councilor Anton Salome

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of April 15, 2025, City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i. Aprill,2025
¢. Voucher Run
The Voucher Run included vouchers 164008 to 164222 in the amount of $1,608,716.51 plus
Payroll Transfers $564,282.53 for a total of $2,172,999.04.
Budget Resolution No. 18 — Industrial Park
Budget Resolution No. 19 — General Fund GRT
Budget Resolution No. 20 — Fire Station Remodel
Budget Resolution No. 21 — Senior Center Capital Outlay
Budget Resolution No. 22 — Road Improvement
Budget Resolution No. 23 — State Appropriation Fund E911
Budget Resolution No. 24 — Sedillo Park Renovation Baseball Lights
Budget Resolution No. 25 — State Appropriation Finley Gym and NMED
Budget Resolution No. 26 — CDBG
. In-House Budget Resolution No. 103
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Councilor Romero made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Councilor Olguin, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM
a. City of Socorro & New Mexico Tech Swim Center
Patti Chavez representing a group of citizens addressed the Council requesting the City of
Socorro Swim Center to be opened year-round and covered. The issue is because the New
Mexico Tech Swim Center will be closed due to leaks. Also speaking in support were Robert
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Umpenhour and Catherine Stewart Roach.

b. Secorro High School/Middle School Track & Field Teams

Beth Cadol thanked Mayor Bhasker and the City Council for the teams’ t-shirts. Ms. Cadol

thanked Chuck Zimmerly and Isiaha Ocampo for helping her coach as the track coach resigned

in December to take a new job. Isiaha explained his role as a student coach and also listed his

accomplishments qualifying for the state track meet. Ms. Cadol highlighted the team’s season:
e 47 High School and 19 Middle School athletes on the roster

State Qualifying marks set by 7 athletes in 6 different events

Hosted 6 teams for the Socorro Middle School Meet

Hosted 12 teams at the Zimmerly Relays

Hosted inaugural Socorro Community Track Meet fundraiser (80 participants ages 7-70

and raised over $1,300.00)

Picked up countless bags of trash as part of Spring-Cleaning Day

Inflated and set out over1800 balloons for NM Territories Cowboy Mounted Shooting

competition

e Hosting 3A District 3 Track Meet at Socorro High School

¢. Socorro Farmers Market

Allison Mazan, President, introduced Christy Mays, Vice President, and Brady Alexander,
Market Manager. Ms. Mazan thanked the city for the support they have received for many
years for the use of the Plaza and the City of Socorro Youth Center. Ms. Mazan stated that in
the summer they support 300 to 400 customers and 15 to 35 vendors. The vendors are required
to use ground covering to protect the grass at the Plaza. Ms. Mays stated the new board is
looking at advertising to attract more farmers and backyard growers to participate. Ms.
Alexander explained backyard growers do not need a permit and the application to sell can be
completed on the day of the market. Councilor Dean stated that the vendors do need a business
registration permit from the city and one concern is breaking the sprinkler heads on the grass.
Ms. Mazan requested if the crosswalks can be painted, and some added on each of the cardinal
directions for pedestrian safety.

ORDINANCES
a. Ordinance No. 25-03-04b — NMED Refinance
Chris Muirhead, Bond Attorney with Modrall Sperling, presented Ordinance No. 25-03-04b. If
approved, the city would refinance four of the city’s outstanding debt obligations with the US
Department of Agriculture that were entered into in 2021 and 2022. They were $4,950,000.00 at
1.75% interest, $1,475,000.00 at 1.75% interest, $2,275,000.00 at 2.75% interest, and
$540,000.00 at 1.75% interest, all due over a 40-year period. The New Mexico Environment
Department has offered to refinance the $9,283,437.55 remaining balance over 25 years at a 0%
interest rate, resulting in a savings of $3,822,314.00.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 25-03-04b. The motion was
seconded by Councilor Romero, Mr. Pineda took a roll call vote, motion passed unanimously.

Councilor Salome asked if it would be possible to share these savings with the utility rate payers.
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Mayor Bhasker stated that the utility rates are pledged as collateral towards the loan. Mr.
Muirhead stated that there are many factors that come into play. Donald Monette, City
Administrator, recognized Ruby Lopez, Finance Director, on her hard work getting the refinance
done.

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. ICIP Public Meeting #2
Councilor Olguin made a motion to go into public hearing. Seconded by Councilor Chavez-
Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

Patti Chavez, accompanied by a group of citizens, requested that a cover be constructed over
the city’s swimming pool, which would enhance the community and would allow for more
participation year-round, be added to the ICIP

Councilor Olguin made a motion to go back into regular session. Seconded by Councilor
Ocampo, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Councilor Ocampo announced a free matinee of King of Kings April 19, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. at the
Loma Theater Free popcorn will be provided for everyone that attends.

Cheyenne Cortez, Tourism/Convention Center Director reported on the following:
e Convention Center activities held during 2025 along with financials
e Fishing Derby was held April 12, 2025, with approximately 100 participants in the cold
weather. All participants received a free fishing rod and lunch, with food donated by
Presbyterian and cooked by Forget Me Not Veterans Park.

Michael Lucero, Landfill & Sanitation Director reported on the following:
The new cell is filling up and still has years to go until it is filled up
T or C wants to meet and possibly start bringing trash to the landfill
All equipment is running

Spring Clean-Up Event will be held in May

Chris Carrillo, Code Enforcement Officer, reported on the following:
e Working with the Municipal Judge in the preparation of court cases. The Judge receives a
packet based on the case
e Missing property owners’ identities and contact information can be a problem with getting
abandoned property cleaned up

Administrator Monette stated a new procedure is in place. When a renter comes in to connect
utilities, the renter will have to furnish the owner’s contact information.

Councilor Salome asked, regarding to tariffs and the manufacturing in the United Sates, has there
been anybody contacting Socorro about using some of the Industrial Park facilities. Mayor Bhasker
replied, the city has had an inquiry through New Mexico Tech and now that the state has
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reauthorized the funds to build a spec building at the Industrial Park. The city has two potential
tenants and has received a letter of intent from one and we are expecting the other soon. The names
are still to remain confidential.

Michael Padilla, Recreation Director, reported on the following:

e Easter Egg Hunt will be held April 19, 2025, at the Rodeo Complex soccer fields. 9000 eggs
will be hidden for the kids. Mr. Padilla thanked Samantha Vivian and her students at Socorro
High School for their help with the preparation.

e Adult volleyball is currently underway on Monday and Wednesdays with 14 teams
participating

e Youth baseball will start on May 19, 2025, with 330 youth participating, up from 270 last
year

Mayor Bhasker reported on a handout of the certified figures of Ambulance Charges and Revenues
for the years 2019 through 2024 for In Town, Out of Town, and Transfer services. The Mayor
highlighted the year 2024:

e In Town billed $322,788.01 collected $249,744.39, 75% collected

e Transfers billed $275,145.14 collected $249,078.32, 91% collected

e Out of Town billed $327.766.73 collected $73,228.98, 22% collected

Councilor Chavez-Lopez stated that the EMS/Fire Committee has received no contact with Socorro
County on setting up a meeting.

Lawrence Baca, Fire Chief, reported on the following:

e Met with Veronica Pound, Socorro General Hospital Administrator, and discussed critical
care ambulance service coming in to do transports and the possibility of PHI having a
helicopter stationed in Socorro

e Reported that 70 to 80% of the EMS calls to the County rejects transport to the hospital, and
can result in leaving the city without service

e Have started remodeling the main Fire Station with funds received from a $500,000.00 grant
Six EMT’s will attend EMT Intermediate class to receive certification

Angel Garcia, Police Chief, reported on the following:
e Two officers resigned and hired two new officers
e Continuing education to get officers certified
e Received $1,300,000.00 for upgrading the police station and $240,000.00 for new vehicles

OLD BUSINESS
None

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPORT.
a. Personnel Changes
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Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor

Bhasker. _
NAME EFFECTIVE DEPARTMENT REASON SALARY |
Aldo Ruiz-Torres 03/19/2025 | Gas Completed Probation A-39to A-41 |
Darius Silva 03/19/2025 | Gas New Hire A-37
Justin Pacheco 03/18/2025 | Fire FF1 & FF2 Certifications B-62 to B-66
. Ashiyn Aguilar 03/18/2025 | Fire FF1 & FF2 Certifications B-62 to B-66
| Gabe Luna 03/18/2025 | Fire FF1 & FF2 Certifications A-60 to A-66
Raul Contreras, Jr. | 03/18/2025 | Rodeo Completed Probation A-41to A-43

Seconded by Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously, motion passed unanimously.

1ness
Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor
Bhasker.
! NAME ZONING ADDRESS OWNER TYPE
| Box Canyon Brewing Company | C-2 110 Manzanares Robert Brewery & Food
Rincones
Big Effin Treez Out of Town| Veguita, NM La’Quinia Cannabis Producer,
Chenault Cannabis Manufacturer
Experienced Solar, LLC Out of Town| Albuquerque, NM Michael R. Solar-Electric Design &
Rogers Installation
Bird and Compass Therapy C-2 114 Manzanares Ave. Amy Ray Therapy
Roadrunner Organics, LLC | C-2 202 CaliforniaSt.  [Edward Gifford| Dispensary
Progressive Services, Inc. dba | Out of Town| Albuquerque, NM Mark Farrell Commercial Roofing
Progressive Roofing Contractor
Kings Roofing & Construction, | Out of Town| Albuquerque, NM Mio Melero General contractor
LLC

Seconded by Councilor Olguin, motion passed unanimously.

¢. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times

Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, May 6,

2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.
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