City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801
April 1, 2025

Mayor Bhasker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk, took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:

Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean

Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.
Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero

Councilor Anton Salome

Council members absent at roll call:

Councilor Nick Fieming

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of April 1, 2025 City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i. March 18, 2024

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by Councilor
Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

PUB

LIC FORUM
a. Socorro High School Wrestling Team
Joel Partridge, Socorro High School Wrestling Team Coach, recognized the team’s
accomplishments with 3 state champions this year and a total of 15 over eight seasons. The
team finished 7th out of 44 schools which is an impressive achievement considering they are
competing against 4A and 5A schools. Coach Partridge thanked the Mayor and Council for
their support and introduced all team members and coaches present.
The three state champions:

e David Gutierrez, Jr. (Three-time State Champion)

o Isiah Estrada (Two-time State Champion)

e Sasha Gonzales (Two-time State Champion)
The team took a photo with the Mayor and Council.

b. Update on EMS Statistics
Jason Everett, Fire Chief Very Large Array, thanked the Mayor for donating the facility for
the Active Shooter Training. Mr. Everett gave an update to EMS Statistics he presented to the
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City Council at the February 18, 2025, meeting. Mr. Everett stated there is some sort of an
agreement between the City and County that the city is responsible for providing Fire/EMS
services and the County is responsible for providing detention services. After receiving
additional information, Mr. Everett reduced the County’s approximate portion based on 31%
call volume from $610,000.00 to $334,942.76 and added the City’s portion of Socorro County
Detention Center based on 42% detainee occupancy is $1,092,000.00 with the difference
between City Fire/EMS and County Detention Center of $757,057.00. Mayor Bhasker
inquired where he received his information from because it is not true. Mr. Evertt replied from
the County. The mayor stated both sides should be given the opportunity to provide
information before it is presented as truth and there is no agreement between the city and
county. The State Statute specifically states the County provides detention center services to
the county and is not a city funded service and EMS services is not a State Statute.

Mr. Evertt stated he emailed 62 of his EMT students to inquire if they were interested in
becoming a part-time ,12-hour, EMS only position and seven replied yes. Mr. Everett also
would like the city to create a committee to talk about how to improve services. Lawrence
Baca, Fire Chief, stated his department has done a wonderful job regarding an incident Mr.
Evertt brought up and where would the funding for new EMS come from. The Chief again
mentioned that if the County were to fund the three positions it is still inadequate, between
hospital transports and 911 calls in the County, the city could still be left unattended. Donald
Monette, City Administrator, stated the city is billed by the County for each inmate held at the
County Detention Center.

¢. Mary Baca
Ms. Baca told the Council that in her opinion the city’s EMS services have improved over the

last 12 years. Ms. Baca stated she has had an issue with a City of Socorro police officer.
Mayor Bhasker asked Ms. Baca to meet him in his office on April 2, 2025, to discuss a
resolution.

d. Victor Saavedra

Mr. Saavedra, representing the New Mexico Socorro Tompiro Jumano, stated that the tribe is
a big part of history of Socorro and the central part of New Mexico. Mr. Saavedra wants the
culture to be recognized, and its heritage brought back, as they are listed as an extinct tribe
and culture. Mayor Bhasker requested that Mr. Saavedra bring in all the documentation he
possesses and work with Chelsea Jones, Library Director, to document the history of the tribe.

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. Socorro County EMT/Fire Fighter Discussion
Mayor Bhasker stated he would like to do what the Council would like, but the New Mexico
Department of Transportation will have a hearing to discuss the city’s request to reduce the
service area for EMT services to just the City of Socorro. The mayor further stated that the
County’s compensation to the city is not sufficient. Councilor Chavez-Lopez stated that the
decision should be the responsibility of the County Commission not the County Manager.
Councilor Salome stated it would be a good step to form a committee for a few Councilors to
meet with a few County Commissioners. Mayor Bhasker appointed Councilor Chavez-Lopez
and Councilor Salome to meet with County Commissioners. Councilor Olguin wanted
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clarification if the city has already requested with the Department of Transportation for
decreasing the EMS service area. Mayor Bhasker replied that a preliminary request has been
made as to what information needs to be provided. Chief Baca stated paperwork has been
submitted to remove Catron County from the service area and working on gathering
information to request eliminating Socorro County. Once received the Department of
Transportation will have a hearing. The city will need to justify why the reason to drop the
service area, and the Department of Transportation will make the decision. Councilor Olguin
asked if the Council will make the decision to drop the service area. Mayor Bhasker stated it
will be the Council’s decision to have the hearing and if the Council does not want to proceed
it will be dropped. Councilor Chavez-Lopez stated that she does not want to see the city drop
the County because they are our neighbors, and we all have relatives living in the County and
believes the committee can negotiate a solution. Councilor Olguin asked what the time frame
would be. Mayor Bhasker replied, the new fiscal year. Chief Baca stated it is a process and
ultimately it will be the Council’s decision to pursue. Councilor Partridge asked if the city
was to drop the County what would the County do for services. Chief Baca replied, the
County would have to start their own department or contract it out to a private ambulance
service.

b. ICIP Public Hearing #1

Administrator Monette stated that this is the first of four public hearings as the City will host
two in April and two in May and requested the Councilors return their surveys by May 20,
Ads have been inserted into the utility bills and El Defensor Chieftain to get public input, as
this is their opportunity to request infrastructure projects to be placed on the list.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to go into public hearing. Seconded by Councilor Chavez-
Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Bhasker stated if anyone has any suggestions of a project that they’re interested in and
wants the city to pursue that deals with streets, drainage, community centers, etc., this is the
time to bring them to the Councils attention.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to go back into regular session. Seconded by Councilor
Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

c. Bid Award — RFP 032125 — On Call Engineering
Mr. Pineda presented the RFP award informing the Council the City Received four bids:
e Dennis Engineering Company
o SMA (Souder, Miller & Associates)
e Waterworks Engineers
e Wilson & Company
The evaluation committee recommends the RFP be awarded to Dennis Engineering Company.

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve Bid Award-On-Call Engineering Services to
Dennis Engineering Services as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilor Partridge,
motion passed unanimously.




City of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Socorro, NM 87801

April 1, 2025

d. Resolution No. 25-04-01a — NMDOT Transportation Project Fund — Otero Avenue

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-04-01a. Seconded by

Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

e. Resolution No. 25-04-01b —- NMDOT Transportation Project Fund — EMRTC Bridge
Administrator Monette stated the resolution if approved is for the replacement of the EMRTC

Bridge that has been downgraded from 40 tons to 10 and is the number 3 worst bridge in New

Mexico.

Councilor Romero made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-04-01b. Seconded by
Councilor Partridge, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

None

OLD BUSINESS

Councilor Partridge asked if there is any update with Socorro Electric Cooperative. Mayor Bhasker
asked Mr. Pineda to set up a meeting with General Manager Manny Gonzales to discuss the “Bring
your own Solar” program and will report back at the next meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

None

MAYOR’S REPORT

a. Job Descriptions

L. 1

I

Administrator Monette stated the job description is to align the salary range to that position.

Councilor Olguin made a motion to approve the job description. Seconded by Councilor
Romero, motion passed unanimously.

b. Personnel Changes

Councilor Olguin motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor Bhasker.

NAME EFFECTIVE DEPARTMENT REASON SALARY
David Monette 04/01/2025 | Library Completed Probation A-44 to A-46
Julie Hurtgen 04/01/2025 | Animal Shelter Promotion to Shelter Supervisor E-42 to E-50
Jose Gonzales 04/01/2025 | Animal Shelter New Hire A-39
Simon Ramirez 03/15/2025 | Police Resignation
James Beasley 03/31/2025 | Streets Resignation

Seconded by Councilor Ocampo, motion passed unanimously.

c. Business Registrations

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.

NAME

Juma Construction, Inc.

ZONING ADDRESS

OWNER

TYPE

| Out of Town Rio Rancho, NM

Manuel F. Jurado

General Contractor
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PurpleCowNM, LLC Transient Vendor | 804 Sean Ave. Jayleen Martinez Ice Cream Truck
Tilson Technology Out of Town Portland, ME Darrell Ingram Install, Maintain, and

Decommission Wireless
& Fiber for Utilities

Seconded by Councilor Romero, motion passed unanimously.

d. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times

Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, April
15, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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