_.Cit_y of Socorro Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting
City Hall, 111 School of Mines Road, Secorro, NM 87801
March 4, 2025

Mayor Bhasker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Leopoldo Pineda, City Clerk, took roll call.

Council members present at roll call:

Councilor Mary Ann Chavez-Lopez
Councilor Deborah Dean

Councilor Nick Fleming

Councilor Joel D. Partridge, Jr.
Councilor Anton Salome

Council members absent at roll call:

Councilor Damien Ocampo
Councilor Michael Olguin, Jr.
Councilor Peter Romero

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Bhasker led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of March 4, 2025 City Council Agenda
b. Consideration of Minutes
i. February 18, 2024

Councilor Fleming made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by
Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM

a. Andrew Lotrich, Socorro County Manager

Andrew Lotrich addressed the Council concerning County EMS Services and where the
County of Socorro stands and what has been proposed. The discussion was initiated from a
letter Mr. Lotrich received from the city indicating the city would have to remove Socorro
County from the city service area because an agreement proposed by the city was unable to
be reached. Mr. Lotrich proposed his ideas of how the city could resolve its problem and
stated the County of Socorro would fund two of the three additional positions that were
proposed for four years because of procurement requirements and the Village of Magdalena
could fund the third. Lawrence Baca, Fire Chief, stated that even with the three additional
positions, he fears of the possibility of having no EMS or fire service in the City of Socorro
due to mandated 911 emergency calls outside of the city limits and hospital transports.

b. Travis Harris

Travis Harris requested an update on the Water Rights Bid. Mayor Bhasker stated the city
had their water rights assessed and thought the city had 400 surface rights available but
according to the State Engineer the city has 140. Mr. Harris asked if there will be any
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available. Mayor Bhasker replied the city will need water rights for the EPA and then the
Council will need to decide what will need to be kept for city use and, as high bidder, if any
are available, they would be leased to Mr. Harris. Donald Monette, City Administrator,
stated in the analysis the city’s use in 2022 was 145-acre feet, 2023 - 125, and 2024 -110
which indicates the city’s use is increasing. Mayor Bhasker offered to share the findings
with Mr. Harris. Administrator Monette stated the South Central Council of Governments
was try to find someone to help cities and counties adjudicate their water rights.

¢. Gwen Valentino
Gwen Valentino, South Central Council of Governments Grant Writer, gave the Council an
update on city grants and what she is trying to find funding for. They are:
e Finley Gym (top priority )
Sedillo Park fencing and sod
Clean and Beautiful grant
Que Linda (to possibly help with funding an Economic Development position)
Thriving Communities
El Camino Real Museum
CNG Station
Ms. Valentino stated she is currently working with Code Enforcement and the Senior Center
on a yard cleanup grant and the Animal Shelter may have some opportunities to get grants.

d. Keri Hoke

Keri Hoke requested financial support to help advertise for the 4™ Annual Community BBQ
to be held on May 31, 2025, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Sedillo Park. Ms. Hoke stated that
300 people attended last year’s BBQ and this year it will showcase what our community has
to offer and will be free to the public. Councilor Dean asked Ms. Hoke what organization
she represents. Ms. Hoke replied that she organizes this event as a community member who
wants to help the community. Mayor Bhasker stated the city will help with advertising the
event.

ORDINANCES FOR PUBLICATION ONLY
a. Ordinance No. 25-03-25a — Municipal Elected Officials Salaries
Mayor Bhasker presented Ordinance No. 25-03-25a for publication only and if approved
will allow the city to advertise the ordinance to adjust the salaries of the Mayor and Council
with inflation. This will be for newly elected officials beginning with the next election.

Councilor Salome made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 25-03-25a for publication only.
Seconded by Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

b. Ordinance No. 25-03-25b — NMED Refinance

Ruby Lopez, Finance Director, presented Ordinance No. 25-03-25b for publication only and
if approved will allow the city to advertise the ordinance to refinance $9,162,000.00 USDA
loans at NMED at .001% at a cost of $182,000.00 resulting in savings of $3,800,000.00 in
interest. Administrator Monette stated the loans are for the Wastewater Collection Lines and
Wastewater Facilities.
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Councilor Salome made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 25-03-25b for publication only.
Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION
a. City of Socorro Confined Space Program
Mayor Bhasker presented the City of Socorro Confined Space Program and if approved it
would make the city compliant with this OSHA regulation. Administrator Monette stated the
city’s insurance consultant reviewed and approved the program.

Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the City of Socorro Confined Space Program.
Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Lawrence Baca, Fire Chief, reported three Fire Department members Aguilar, Luna, and Pacheco
completed their Fire [ and II certifications and Jason Padilla completed his basic EMT Class.

Steve Mathieu, Rodeo Director, reported 30 new horse stalls are under construction and have
already been rented out for upcoming events.

Councilor Chavez-Lopez stated rodeo events need more advertising as vendors and business
owners have approached her and Councilor Fleming to possibly have posters made listing the
upcoming events. Councilor Fleming mentioned the barrel racing event over the weekend had
only one vendor and sold out on day one. The organizers of the event let Councilor Fleming
know how impressed they are with the rodeo staff and the facilities, and they have planned to
increase their events from two to five per year

Councilor Partridge thanked the City of Socorro Police and Fire Department for their escorts in
and out of the city for the Socorro High School Wrestling teams’ trip to the State Wrestling
Tournament. Councilor Partridge reported that SHS had three state champions, Isaiah Estrada,
David Gutierrez, Jr., and Sasha Gonzalez and thanked the Mayor and Council for their continued
support.

Mayor Bhasker stated he visited the legislative session twice and has secured funding for some of
the Police Station upgrades. Councilor Chavez-Lopez stated she gave testimony on a bill that
would help with state housing vouchers.

Mayor Bhasker reported the Gabaldon Apartments have been sold and the new owners have
given the tenants notice to relocate while the apartments are remodeled. He added, “With the
limited housing available in Socorro, this may be a challenge.”

Administrator Monette reminded the Council that the Tri-County Day at the New Mexico State
Legislature will take place Thursday March 6% from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the La Fonda Hotel.

Chris Carrillo, Code Enforcement Officer, reported that there is an issue with people that do not
have utilities and are accumulating lots of trash that becomes a fire hazard. Chief Baca stated that
these homes are a hazard for the community and also for the firefighters.
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Councilor Fleming reported a house on Leroy Place in front of Brown Hall is full of trash and on
Bullock there are multiple vehicles parked in the gravel in from of the house. He complimented
the Fire Department for their quick response to two fires set in trash containers inside of Wal-
Mart.

Councilor Salome stated the Code Enforcement Committee had a discussion with Mr. Rodriquez,
the owner of the Smith’s Building. His previous plans for the building were not viable and he
may now demolish the building. Mayor Bhasker reported a gentleman inquired about the building
to build a restaurant out of containers in the parking lot and referred him to Mr. Rodriquez.

OLD BUSINESS
None

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

MAYOR’S REPORT

a. Personnel Changes
Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Personnel Changes as presented by Mayor

Bhasker.

NAME EFFECTIVE | DEPARTMENT _ REASON | SALARY
Reyna Seifert | 03/04/2025 | Transportation Completed Probation A-39 to A-41
' Benjamin Davila 03/04/2025 | Fire | New Hire A-58

Seconded by Councilor Dean, motion passed unanimously.

b. Business Registrations
Councilor Partridge motioned to approve the Business Registrations as presented by Mayor
Bhasker.

| NAME ZONING | ADDRESS -_. OWNER TYPE

\ ZAP Electric LLC R-1 ‘ 1258 El Camino Real | Adrian Z. Pino Electrical Contractor

‘Seconded by Councilor Chavez-Lopez, motion passed unanimously.

¢. Announcement — Next City Council Meeting Dates and Times
Mayor Bhasker stated that the next regular City Council meeting will be held Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers (111 School of Mines Rd.).

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:06 p.m.
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